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I once had a friend who was 
cheerful, smart and funny. From 
the minute I met her, I knew we 
would be close. She was one of 
the most outgoing people I had 
ever met, was fun and full of 
such promise. 

She opened up new worlds for 
me and saw something in me 
I had not seen in myself. She 
encouraged me, 
pushed me (even 
when I did not want 
to be pushed) and 
helped me learn to 
believe in myself. 
What an awesome 
gift she was to me. 
What an awesome 
gift she was to the 
world. 

She was an encourager to many 
and saw special things in lots of 
people. Too bad she couldnõt see 
it for herself. 

She was always wondering what 
it was that she was òsupposedó 
to do. When was God going to tell 
her what was her lifeõs mission 
was? When would she know what 
it was He wanted her to do? 
When would He speak to her?

As I travel across the country 

speaking, I have the opportunity 
to meet the most fantastic 
people. Most are loving, caring, 
giving individuals who want to 
þ nd their place in the world and 
want to þ nd a way to make a 
difference. 

The other thing that most 
people have in common is their 
inability to see their own gifts 

and talents. It is 
like a mass spiritual 
blindness when it 
comes to seeing 
the goodness in 
themselves. 

Although they 
may believe others 
to be smart, 
pretty, funny or 
brave, they can 

never seem to be able to say it 
about themselves. My question 
is, why?

I once co-authored a book on 
compliments. For research, my 
co-author Kathy Chamberlin and I 
needed to be able to understand 
why so many people wished to be 
able to compliment others, but 
were unable to do so, and why 
even more people could never 

Our last newsletter of 2004. 
Time sure ÿ ies when 
we are having fun.

How has your e-newsletter 
experience been? We had 
a few glitches, but by far 

people seem to like 
the new format.

Lots will be happening 
with IPPW in 2005. 

New chapters are being 
formed, more retreats are 

being designed and 
new faces are being added to 

the Leadership Team. 
Stay tuned.

As the year comes to an end, 
I wish to thank you all for 
your love, your prayers 

and your support. 

To be in your presence, 
whether in person 

or in spirit, 
takes my breath away. 

Happy Holidays, 

 Debby

Seeing Our Own Gifts and Talents?
by Debby Hoffman

òIt is like a 
mass spiritual 

blindness when 
it comes to 

people seeing 
the goodness in 

themselves.ó

Dear 
Readers,




